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__4 PESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED

STATES INCLUDE THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND AS A NATION WITHIN THE
TED STATES VISA WAIVER PROGRAM

Wherea

fthe Viuage of Tinley Park, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois has a Iong
and warm relationship with the Repul)lic of Poland; and

WHERMS, the over 58,000 residents of Tinley Park enjoy a sizeable percentage of
| Polish American citizens; and -
WHEREAS, the Viﬂage enjoys a partnersiiip relationship with the Polish City of Nova

Scasz, Poland and a number of our citizens have visited that historic Polish city; and

WH‘EREAS, the first Polish immigrants arrived in America Ly 1608 in the Virginia

WHEREAS, General Kazimierz Pulaski pi"ove& to be one of our finest American Generals

it uring the Revolutionary War and died at the early age of 31 in defense of our Republic, and is
' cog'nize(l as t]-ie Father of the American Cavalry; and

WHEREAS, at the same time, General Tadeusz Kosiuszko founded the American

litary Engineer Corps and the United States Military Academy at West Point, and was a close
Ind and confidant to President Thomas Iefferson; and

WHEREAS, throughout the 19% and 20% Centuries, Polish Americans from all walks of
liffa have contributed to the success of this great Repul:lic; and

WHEREAS, the Polish people rose in an historic manner to fight the common Nazi

enemy in World War II, and Polish casualties figliting side by side with the United States were
equale(l i)y few other combatant nations; and

WHEREﬁS, when Poland became indepen(lent of the communist yo]lz, the Viﬂag‘e of
Tinley Park and its citizens immecliately assisted the new Repul)lic in getting its proper place within
the family of nations and its membership in NATO; and .

WHEREAS, totlay, there are over 10 million Polish Americans throug}iout our Nation

of which over 950,000 live in Illinois, and those large numbers support active travel and trade
between the United State and the Republic of Poland; and



WHERERS, Poland has proved to be an impostant ally in the war on terrorism, and in
many other ctitical ways show themselves to be close friends of the United States in Europe and
in the world. '

'NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees
of the Village of Tinley Pask, llinois, Cook and Will Counties, on behalf of over 58,000 citizens,

herein fepresentecl, that:

o The citizens of the Repul)lié of Poland should be made eligil)le for the United States Visa
Waiver Program, allowing their citizens both privately and corhmerciauy to travel to our
Nation in the same manner that all of our other traditionally European allies are so
privileg’e(l;

(2]  The Village of Tinley Park will contact the United States Congressional Delegation urging
such action; and

® The Village of Tinley Park will petition the President of the United States to expe(lite this

request.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLYED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the Polish
Ambassador of the United States, the Polish Consul General in Chicag'o, the Polish American

Congress, and other individual or organizations as deemed appropriate.

ADOPTED THIS __ 6% day of December , 2011.
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